                                      Study of First Peter                                     Lesson 2

an apostle of Jesus Christ 

stating that he is an apostle establishes his authority - avpo,stoloj  
This says that he understood that as an apostle he belonged to Jesus Christ  and it was from Christ that he derived his authority and it was Christ who backed his ministry.  

Some background on Peter

1. He was born in Bethsaida in Galilee located on the northern tip of the Sea of Galilee. John 1:44 

2. He had a brother named Andrew with whom he had a fishing business, actually worked out of Capernaum, the next town over.

3. Andrew was a student of John the Baptist, John 1:40-42, and it was he who told Peter that they had found the Messiah.

4. Peter was one of the original 12 Disciples that became the apostles to the Church.    List of disciples Matt 10:2-4

5. They were selected by Christ  and sent first to the Lost sheep of the house of Israel, 10:5-6, to present to them the message of the kingdom of heaven. 

After Pentecost they became the Apostles to the Church. (minus Judas, + Paul) 

6. He clearly stood out as a leader among the 12.

7. During the time of Christ's ministry and teaching to them Peter failed to understand the message related to His going to the cross and the subsequent judgment of Israel.  John 13:31-38

8. By Pentecost (50 days after the resurrection of Christ) aided by the ministry of the Holy Spirit he began to understand the message Christ had given them.

- Seen clearly in the first message given in Acts 2:22-41.

9. In Acts 10-11 he was further instructed related to the Church age and the changes from age of Israel. 

- eating of all foods since the M/L dietary laws were no longer in effect, also it was permitted to evangelize and socialize with Gentiles. 

10. By the time that Peter pens this epistle under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit he is a very mature believer having 30+ years of ministry and totally adjusted to all aspects of the plan of God.
Next we have a textual or word order problem to solve.  Intros some tough issues.

The question is related to the word translated elect, where does it go?

As it stands in the Greek text the phrase that follows  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,  are  3 words followed by the list of provinces.

evklektoi/js parepidhmoijs diaspora/js  

- evklektoi/js  is a verbal adjective = choice ones, modifies the next word 

- it is in the dative = dative of advantage; it's to their and our advantage to have believed in Christ and to be the recipient of the grace blessings that are ours in Christ.

- parepidhmoijs  strangers/aliens those who are temporary residents,  therefore aliens    

- of the diaspora/js  from  diaspeirw  idea of the word is to scatter as you do seed.

- here of course it refers to the scattering of these believers that he's writing to across these various provinces.

1:1 Peter an apostle of Jesus Christ to the choice strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,
Summary

1. The term elect or as I've translated it 'choice' relates these believers as it does for each of us to the plan of God for us. 

2. The term stranger (alien) depicts  their transitory existence in the kosmos and that they posses a future eternal home.

3. Peter uses this term stranger along with another term aliens/exiles (pa,roikoj) in 2:11 to describe the  reality of their living as believers in a temporary situation.

4. Both terms   parepi,dhmoj & pa,roikoj are used in the LXX (Septuagint) of Abraham living in the land of Canaan (Gen 2:24) and of  David  (Psalm 39:12).

5. Hebrews 11:3 speaks of the OT heroes of the faith who lived and had impact by walking by faith who while patiently waiting for their promised blessing under the covenants made with Abraham  recognized their  temporary residency in life. 

6. By virtue of our salvation and our position in Christ we are God's choice ones.  Now we need to realize in life what this salvation and position we have by grace really mean

7. To summarize the key words for verse one:

a. scattered - the diaspora   this term is to remind us that as believers living in the world to our neighbors;  that is in time, day by day to remind us of the reality of living in a hostile world.

b. choice - this term relates us to God and the reality of our position in Christ.  The fact is that He has a plan and this relates us to our place in it.

c. strangers - reminds us that our future is in heaven as per His promise.

 1:2 The Spiritual Support for these believers, as well as all believers 

We find here three (3) prepositional phrases describing the spiritual support of the believer.  Followed by the opening salutation.

What do you notice with these 3 phrases?   

The first phrase:  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father  

- what is in view here with this foreknowledge is that God knows the circumstances and situation that these believers are dealing with in their lives and He knows what they need in order to deal with these issues.

The second phrase:  by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, 

We know that the Holy Spirit is totally involved in our salvation, initially setting us apart as a result of our faith in Christ, regenerating us, sealing us, entering us into union with Christ, identifying us with Christ.

Most seem to want to put the focus here totally on the point of salvation. 

I believe the central focus of the context is on our life as believers. This is borne out by the thrust of the third phrase.

The third phrase:  that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood:
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