
�����������	�
���������������
�������������	
������	��������	������	��

Galatians 4:4-7;  Romans 8:15-17 
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Observations on Adoption   
 

1.   The practice of adoption in Rome:  it was all within the family; not so involved as today, 
quite common. 

 
2.   Another procedure for adoption, this one is for the one who had no heir or was not 

satisfied that one of his own progeny was qualified to be his heir. 
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3.   Consequences of this adoption under Roman law. 

a.   The adoptee was taken out of a relationship and put into a new one with a new 
patria potestas, a new father, a new authority; 
All previous relationships were severed; 
 

b.   Under the law, the old life of the adopted person was wiped out; all debts and 
obligations were canceled. 
He was considered a new person, entering into a new life with    
which the past had nothing to do. 

c.   The adoptee became heir of his new father's estate. 



d.   In the eyes of the law he was absolutely the son of his new father. 
e.   The new father was owner of all the adoptee's possessions. 
f.    New father had the right and authority to control the adoptee's behavior and 

relationships. 
 

Stages of Adoption  
     #1  destruction of the old paternal power, patria potestas 
     #2  establishment of the new authority, new potestas 

 
Spiritual Application of the Truth of Adoption 
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