Lesson 48 September 29, 2002

Review:

5:1b  therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

First the positive: keep standing firm   sth,kw   stand firm or steadfast

And the negative: and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery  

yoke of slavery    This is one of the statements that was often made at the time by the Jews of Paul's day:    "taking the yoke of the law upon oneself."

Paul's exhortation to them!

1.  Having cast off the yoke of slavery to the ritualistic paganism and idolatry once practiced,  stop being entangled, enmeshed, held in bondage by the legalistic spiritual slavery of the Judaizers. 

2.  Only standing firm in the Word of God, knowing and applying its truths, will keep you from becoming enmeshed in this yoke of slavery, that is, becoming enslaved to the sin nature which has ramifications in every aspect of life.

5:2-12  We see that legalism short circuits Grace

Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you.

Pursuing legalism, makes Christ of no value, no profit in your life,  negates the awesome provision you have in Christ.

Summary 5:2

1.  In this context as well as those that follow where Paul indicates the consequences of legalism he is in no way  implying that they were or could loose their salvation.

2.  For them what is in view is the method of living out their relationship with God and their spiritual growth that is his concern.  

3.  The method in view is circumcision which represents a life characterized by works to gain acceptability before God. 

4.  There is no profit in ritualism of any kind that seeks blessing from  God.

5.  Ritualism in fact without the reality cuts the believer off from the attitude of grace.

6.  What Paul is warning them about here is that they are on the verge of substituting ritual (circ.) for the reality of a relationship with Christ with all the benefits of that relationship.

7.  Their rejection of truth, what Paul taught, and responding to the Judaizers false message shuts off their spiritual advance and actually sets them up for discipline while in this state.
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5:3   The Obligation of the ritual legalist

And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.

Here Paul is attempting to lay out for the Galatians that if they bought into the message of the Judaizers, and were circumcised,  here's the fine print, here's how it will obligate you!

What they need to learn is a very important point of Doctrine.

that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.

Summary 5:3

1.  Paul is attempting to get the Galatians to face up to the logical conclusion of falling into the trap of observing this ritual.  

2.  To place themselves under one part of the law is to place themselves under obligation to do all of it.

3.  This would include all the ritual sacrifices, the feast days, the dietary code, even the hygienic codes with all the ritual washings.

4.  Legalism wastes  time and robs of blessing in time!

5.  Those who place themselves under the law are always losers or debtors, while those under grace, living by faith are freed ones.

