Lesson 16 May 22, 2002

Review:

(4)   This view agrees with the context of Ephesians better than the  other two views. 

(5)   It agrees better with the parallel passage of Colossians 3:16,17: 

(6)   It explains the lack of other references to the filling of the  Spirit in the writings of Paul and the other N.T. epistles. 

(7)   This view is also in accordance with the lexical meaning of the term plhrow  ("to fill, to make complete"). 


Walking and the Spiritual Life

The Galatian Link

In Galatians 5:16-25 the Apostle Paul explains the significance of the Holy Spirit in the believer's spiritual advance. 

In Galatians 3:2 he asks a penetrating question.

Paul then shifts his subject from justification to sanctification with another very pointed rhetorical question: 

Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh (Galatians 3:3)? 

The first phrase, having begun by the Spirit, reminds them of the mechanics of salvation:

Just as human morality, law performance living, is inconsequential to salvation, Paul will argue that ethical obedience, law performance living  is neither the means nor the cause of spiritual growth and living,  though moral living within the will of God is an effect or consequence  of spiritual growth.

Being perfected   (Galatians 3:3) is an unfortunate translation for the Greek verb, epiteleo. 

Any and all activity accomplished not in dependence on the H/S,  that activity derives from the flesh. 

Paul emphasizes the antithesis between the production of the Spirit and the work of the flesh, the sin nature.  

