                      Romans Chapter One                                 Lesson 2  

Notice that the first thing Paul does is to give us 3 terms to designate who he is, "bond-servant" "called an apostle"; "set apart for the gospel of God."

#1 bond-servant
- as Paul used the term doulos, it is not a term of servitude/slavery but of willing - cheerful service

- To Paul to be a bond-servant is inseparable from true freedom:

- Rom 6:18;  - Rom 6:22

Term expresses the total belongingness, total allegiance that is associated with the realization that Christ Jesus is his kurioj, his Lord, his master.

- The order that Paul puts the titles, Christ Jesus, is significant; it places the emphasis on the title Cristou/; "The Messiah, Jesus"
Notice also the link with the line of David; also necessary for the Messiah;     

#2  Paul's second designation of himself is "called an apostle" klhto.j [adj]  avpo,stoloj; [noun]
- Paul uses this term apostle, in a general way, of a messenger as well as the way we normally think of,  that of one who was specially chosen and gifted by God.

- General: Phil 2:25; 2 Cor 8:23

- Special use;   1 Cor 12:28-29; Eph 4:11;

The sense is that God called him, summoned him to that office and placed him in it.  Acts 26:16;

**  Paul was clearly conscious of the fact that his apostolic office was not due to his own personal choices or status but rather that he had been divinely entrusted with it. 

Observations on Apostleship

  1. Qualification:   Why there are none today!   1 Cor 9:1

  2. His choice: had to be picked and selected by God alone.

  3. His accreditation: credentials:  2 Cor 12:12; 

  4. His obligation as an apostle: [2 fold]

     - evangelization;  Acts covers his missionary journeys; Rom 1:5

     - edification; 2 Cor 10:8; 13:10

#3 The designation = set apart for the gospel of God.
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