Lesson  85

The Christ-Centered Life

                               The Foundation is our Position in Christ - Rom 6

· The theme of vs:15-23 is that we are freed from the sin nature and we are now servants of God!

Intro/Review:

The whole of Rom 6 is structured around 2 questions: w/o knowing the structure you'll miss the thrust of the chapter.

   #1 Shall we, as believers,  continue in sin so that grace may abound? (6:2)

   #2  6:15  Shall we continue in sin because we are under grace, not law.    

2. Some objections are often raised!  

The last 5 words of vs:14 are identical, letter for letter with a phrase in vs:15.

- Question that the objectors are raising then is, what will regulate man's conduct?  

- There is a marked contrast between these two phrases even though they are identical; difference is in the subject of them!

Believe the objections raised at this point are based on several false assumptions;  false assumptions about the Christian life!

#1. Law is the only way to control the conduct of man!

- if its applied to society its really true; there must be some laws to regulate society or else we would have anarchy!

#2. Freedom from law equals freedom to sin! 

- to live under grace is not to do what ever we want to; it is not freedom to sin, license to sin!  Its really freedom to serve!

   #3. It is also assumed that grace has no power to motivate and control!

- But for those who say this, that grace has no power to motivate, then what do they do with Titus 2:12?

3. There is a lesson in this context on how we can misuse truth!

Lesson is:

Wrong understanding of right teaching can result in wrong conduct!

Uses the objector and then an answer to deal with those areas he sees them potentially missing the point of what he is saying!

4. Rational for this next context!  

Under grace we have resident in us the Holy Spirit! He's there all the time; after salvation!

Through grace the Holy Spirit is continually present; so there is a domination by a person, not just a rule, a law!

· Outline: v.16-23

1. Options for life; 6:16         Who is your master! 

2. Transformation that takes place on becoming a Believer  6:17-22

#1 Have a new position with a new master;  v.17-18

- once were;  contrasted with what you became,  now are!

#2 there is a difference of conduct;  v.19-20

- again contrasts our conduct before cross with our conduct after the cross.

     #3 There is a transformation of benefits; v.21-22

        v.21 before the cross - old servant resulted in death

        v.22 after the cross - sanctification; eternal life

  3. The Summary 6:23

     - The benefits are very crisp and concise; its either death or life!

     - And all the way through the passage Paul is saying the choice is yours!

6:16  The Options - states a basic principle; one we all know

   The Believer has two options here;  

    #1 to present himself as slave to sin - the old nature!

    #2 to present himself as slave, obedient to God.

6:16a   Who is the someone?  

- Do you see anything here that would indicate compulsion to serve? No!

- In the last part of the verse Paul shifts from principle to practice;

"Someone" & "one" are replaced with sin or obedience; 

  - Notice the results indicated;  [eij]  

    #1 sin results in death  

    #2 obedience results in righteousness

