Understanding Spirituality - Some Issues!

Basic to all spiritual reality for us, as believers,
is the fact of our identification with the cross work
of Christ.

Summary of what Rom 6 teaches:

- the fact of the believer's death to the sin
(nature), 6:2

- the fact of our baptismidentity with the death-
burial and resurrection of Christ (this by the
bapti smof the Holy Spirit), 6:3

- the fact that the "old nman,"” all that we were in
Adam that is unregenerate, stands crucified, 6:6

- the fact that this identification |liberates us from
the sin (nature), 6:7

- the fact that we were raised with H mso that we
could walk in newness of life. 6:4

- the fact that the believer is to count as true that
he died to the sin nature, 6:11

This identification with Christ in H's death, burial
and resurrection is the basis of all victory over sin
and the sin nature, hence, basic to true
spirituality.

The cross is ever the focal point of victory: The
Holy Spirit will see to it that that critical fact
does not escape the person rightly related to H m

The enphasis of the Holy Spirit in this age, according
to what Christ Hnself said, is ever on the glories
and work of the Savior:

- John 16:13 "He (the Spirit) shall not speak on H's
own initiative." o’ €oxvtod, kjv of himsel f

- John 16:14 "He (the Spirit) shall glorify Me (the
Christ)."

Therefore we shoul d expect true spirituality to

express itself in a very simlar enphasis. [glorifying
Chri st]

Spirituality is best understood as a right
relationship with the Spirit of Christ, the very Holy
Spirit of Cod.




This relationship includes not grieving and not
guenching the Spirit and | eads to increased
appreciation of Christ, His work at Calvary, and al
the things of God.

If spirituality is defined as "a right relationship to
the Spirit,"” one can well ask, "Does that relationship
admt to degrees or is it absolute?”

We dare not relativise "rightness" in relation to God.
The unbeliever is absolutely unrighteous before God;
the believer is absolutely righteous before God
because he/she is in Christ.

In the same way, the believer is either absolutely in
fellowship with the Spirit of God, hence rightly

rel ated, or absolutely out of fellowship (wongly

rel ated), no gray areas.

Spirituality in this perspective is then an
"either/or" proposition: The believer at any given
nonent in his human experience is either spiritual (in
right relation with the Holy Spirit) or fleshly
(carnal).

Nowhere are we as believers ever conmmanded to becone
"nmore spiritual” than he is at the nonent.

We are commanded to grow in grace and know edge, but
not in spirituality. 2 Pet. 3:8 commands all believers
to grow, surely sone addressed were consi dered
"spiritual”™ - they too were to grow

Spirituality is absolute: Gowh or maturation is
rel ative.

Conf usi on about spirituality often results froma
failure to make a distinction between spirituality and
mat uration: The first does not admit to degrees, the
second does; the first is absolute, the second is

rel ative.

A new Christian can be spiritual, that is, rightly
related in an absolute sense with the Holy Spirit, but
a new Christian cannot be mature because maturity

i nvol ves tine plus knowl edge of truth and application
of truth (m=1t + kot + aot).

Advi ce: We nust keep Christian maturity and spirituality
di stinct.



Spirituality then is a neans to maturation: It is that
condition of spiritual relationship with God that makes
possi bl e our progress toward the standard and stature of
the Son of God. Eph 4:13

Conformed to the inage of Christ. Reveal ed t hrough the
VWor d.

Spirituality is maintained by "wal king by the Spirit"
as opposed to wal king by the "flesh,” which is the
sane as being filled by the Spirit. [if your one,
you' re the other]

I nvol ved is a responsiveness to the Spirit's pronpting
t hrough the Word and confession of known sin as it is
revealed (1 John 1:9).

The Spirit of righteousness will faithfully convict
the believer of sin through the function of the
consci ence; confession is the appropriate response.

The believer is not to quench or grieve the Spirit.

No di scussion of spirituality is conplete without a

t hor ough consideration of the truths of Rom 6
(referred to in point #1), but since this is nerely a
summary, | will sinply address nyself to the neaning
of the believer "yielding unto God" (Rom 6:13, 16,
19; 12:1).

Believe the following points clarify the issue:

- "Yielding" as taught by nmany takes on a wholly
negati ve enphasis, whereas the scriptural concept is
very positive.

Yielding is often equated with "giving up" a sin or
pl ucking up one at a tinme, various things that

di spl ease God in one's life. Such a view obviously
concludes that spirituality is never conpl ete, never
absol ute, since there is always sone new sin that
needs to be plucked up.

- "Yielding" is better translated "present” as in Rom
12:1. The verb is paristeni, maplotnuL meani ng "to
pl ace beside, to stand by, to present.”

The concept of this verb is very positive, simlar
to amlitary person presenting hinself to his
commandi ng of ficer for positive service.

Vol unteering for duty!

- "Presentation" is the attitude that the believer,
once the sin nature's servant, is now God's servant,
Rom 6:13, 17, 18. Note the absol ute dichotony of
service, either to the sin nature or to God:

3



It is one or the other, not alittle of each, thus
reaf firmng the absol uteness of spirituality.

- Rom 6:13 commands the believer to "present” (yield)

hinself to God as alive fromthe dead:

One does not meke hinself nore alive to God by
presenting hinself, he is alive because he is
Christ."

Presentati on neans we give constant recognition of
the fact to God in our nmentality and as a result in
our actions.

in

- "Presentation” (yieldedness) neans that one's

attitude toward life is conpatible with one's
position in Christ.

- "Presentation" (yielding) is first a nental response
to God on the basis of knowi ng certain Biblical truth:
the identification truths of Rom 6:1-10.

Invol ved is a very positive and consci ous concept of
being alive unto God, hence ready and avail abl e for
service to Hm to His plan, to reflect H's character
Hi s right eousness.

Paul intended each believer to knowif he/she is or is
not spiritual (Gal. 6:1).

Summary Concl usi ons and Applications:

1.

God desires believers to be spiritual, e.g., rightly
related to H's Spirit.

Only spiritual believers can be used nmaximally of Cod.

Spiritual believers can honestly know they are rightly
related to God's Spirit, hence, "spiritual."

Spiritual believers do not brag about nor cal
attention to their spirituality nor do they feel they
have reached a point of spiritual-growth and
mat ur ati on beyond which is no growt h.

Spiritual believers enjoy the fruit of the Holy Spirit
(Gal. 5:22-23) produced in their nmentality, their
thinking as they |learn and apply Bible doctrine, and

t he repeated denonstrations of the effectiveness of
the life of Christ in themas they face and deal with
the issues of life.



