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1.  Basi c t o al l  spi r i t ual  r eal i t y f or  us,  as bel i ever s,  
i s  t he f act  of  our  i dent i f i cat i on wi t h t he cr oss wor k 
of  Chr i st .   

Summar y of  what  Rom.  6 t eaches:  

     -  t he f act  of  t he bel i ever ' s deat h t o t he s i n 
( nat ur e) ,  6:2 

     -  t he f act  of  our  bapt i sm- i dent i t y wi t h t he deat h-
bur i al  and r esur r ect i on of  Chr i st  ( t hi s by t he 
bapt i sm of  t he Hol y Spi r i t ) ,  6:3  

     -  t he f act  t hat  t he " ol d man, "  al l  t hat  we wer e i n 
Adam,  t hat  i s unr egener at e,  st ands cr uci f i ed,  6:6 

     -  t he f act  t hat  t hi s i dent i f i cat i on l i ber at es us f r om 
t he si n ( nat ur e) ,  6:7  

     -  t he f act  t hat  we wer e r ai sed wi t h Hi m so t hat  we 
coul d wal k i n newness of  l i f e.   6:4 

     -  t he f act  t hat  t he bel i ever  i s t o count  as t r ue t hat  
he di ed t o t he s i n nat ur e,  6:11  

      Thi s i dent i f i cat i on wi t h Chr i st  i n Hi s deat h,  bur i al  
and r esur r ect i on i s t he basi s of  al l  v i ct or y over  s i n 
and t he si n nat ur e,  hence,  basi c t o t r ue 
spi r i t ual i t y.   

The cr oss i s ever  t he f ocal  poi nt  of  v i ct or y:  The 
Hol y Spi r i t  wi l l  see t o i t  t hat  t hat  cr i t i cal  f act  
does not  escape t he per son r i ght l y r el at ed t o Hi m.   

2.  The emphasi s of  t he Hol y Spi r i t  i n t hi s age,  accor di ng 
t o what   Chr i st  Hi msel f  sai d,  i s  ever  on t he gl or i es 
and wor k of  t he Savi or :  

     -  John 16: 13 " He ( t he Spi r i t )  shall not speak on His 
own initiative. "      ���������	
�����kj v of himself 

     -  John 16: 14 " He ( t he Spi r i t )  shall glorify Me ( t he 
Chr i st ) . "  

Ther ef or e we shoul d expect  t r ue spi r i t ual i t y t o 
expr ess i t sel f  i n a ver y s i mi l ar  emphasi s.  [ gl or i f y i ng 
Chr i st ]  

3.  Spi r i t ual i t y i s best  under st ood as a r i ght  
r el at i onshi p wi t h t he Spi r i t  of  Chr i st ,  t he ver y Hol y 
Spi r i t  of  God.   
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     Thi s r el at i onshi p i ncl udes not  gr i evi ng and not  
quenchi ng t he Spi r i t  and l eads t o i ncr eased 
appr eci at i on of  Chr i st ,  Hi s wor k at  Cal var y,  and al l  
t he t hi ngs of  God.  

I f  spi r i t ual i t y i s def i ned as " a r i ght  r el at i onshi p t o 
t he Spi r i t , "  one can wel l  ask,  " Does t hat  r el at i onshi p 
admi t  t o degr ees or  i s i t  absol ut e?"   

We dar e not  r el at i v i se " r i ght ness"  i n r el at i on t o God.  
The unbel i ever  i s absol ut el y unr i ght eous bef or e God;  
t he bel i ever  i s absol ut el y r i ght eous bef or e God 
because he/ she i s i n Chr i st .   

I n t he same way,  t he bel i ever  i s ei t her  absol ut el y i n 
f el l owshi p wi t h t he Spi r i t  of  God,  hence r i ght l y 
r el at ed,  or  absol ut el y out  of  f el l owshi p ( wr ongl y 
r el at ed) ,  no gr ay ar eas.  

4.  Spi r i t ual i t y i n t hi s per spect i ve i s t hen an 
" either/or"  pr oposi t i on:  The bel i ever  at  any gi ven 
moment  i n hi s human exper i ence i s ei t her  spi r i t ual  ( i n 
r i ght  r el at i on wi t h t he Hol y Spi r i t )  or  f l eshl y 
( car nal ) .  

Nowher e ar e we as bel i ever s ever  commanded t o become 
" mor e spi r i t ual "  t han he i s at  t he moment .   

We ar e commanded t o gr ow i n gr ace and knowl edge,  but  
not  i n spi r i t ual i t y.  2 Pet .  3: 8 commands al l  bel i ever s 
t o gr ow,  sur el y some addr essed wer e consi der ed 
" spi r i t ual "  -  t hey t oo wer e t o gr ow!   

Spi r i t ual i t y i s absol ut e:  Gr owt h or  mat ur at i on i s 
r el at i ve.  

5.  Conf usi on about  spi r i t ual i t y of t en r esul t s f r om a 
f ai l ur e t o make a di st i nct i on bet ween spi r i t ual i t y and 
mat ur at i on:  The f i r st  does not  admi t  t o degr ees,  t he 
second does;  t he f i r st  i s  absol ut e,  t he second i s 
r el at i ve.  

A new Chr i st i an can be spi r i t ual ,  t hat  i s ,  r i ght l y 
r el at ed i n an absol ut e sense wi t h t he Hol y Spi r i t ,  but  
a new Chr i st i an cannot  be mat ur e because mat ur i t y 
i nvol ves t i me pl us knowl edge of  t r ut h and appl i cat i on 
of  t r ut h ( m = t  + kot  + aot ) .   

Advi ce:  We must  keep Chr i st i an mat ur i t y and spi r i t ual i t y 
di st i nct .  
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6.  Spi r i t ual i t y t hen i s a means t o mat ur at i on:  I t  i s  t hat  
condi t i on of  spi r i t ual  r el at i onshi p wi t h God t hat  makes 
possi bl e our  pr ogr ess t owar d t he st andar d and st at ur e of  
t he Son of  God.  Eph 4: 13    

     Conf or med t o t he i mage of  Chr i st .    Reveal ed t hr ough t he 
Wor d.  

7.  Spi r i t ual i t y i s mai nt ai ned by " walking by the Spirit"  
as opposed t o wal k i ng by t he " flesh, "  whi ch i s t he 
same as bei ng f i l l ed by t he Spi r i t .  [ i f  your  one,  
you’ r e t he ot her ]  

     I nvol ved i s a r esponsi veness t o t he Spi r i t ' s  pr ompt i ng 
t hr ough t he Wor d and conf essi on of  known si n as i t  i s  
r eveal ed ( 1 John 1: 9) .   

     The Spi r i t  of  r i ght eousness wi l l  f ai t hf ul l y convi ct  
t he bel i ever  of  s i n t hr ough t he f unct i on of  t he 
consci ence;  conf essi on i s t he appr opr i at e r esponse.   

     The bel i ever  i s not  t o quench or  gr i eve t he Spi r i t .   

8.  No di scussi on of  spi r i t ual i t y i s compl et e wi t hout  a 
t hor ough consi der at i on of  t he t r ut hs of  Rom.  6 
( r ef er r ed t o i n poi nt  #1) ,  but  s i nce t hi s i s mer el y a 
summar y,  I  wi l l  s i mpl y addr ess mysel f  t o t he meani ng 
of  t he bel i ever  " yielding unto God"  ( Rom.  6: 13,  16,  
19;  12: 1) .   

     Bel i eve t he f ol l owi ng poi nt s c l ar i f y t he i ssue:  

-  " Yi el di ng"  as t aught  by many t akes on a whol l y 
negat i ve emphasi s,  wher eas t he scr i pt ur al  concept  i s 
very positive.   

Yi el di ng i s of t en equat ed wi t h " gi v i ng up"  a s i n or  
pl ucki ng up one at  a t i me,  var i ous t hi ngs t hat  
di spl ease God i n one' s l i f e.  Such a v i ew obvi ousl y 
concl udes t hat  spi r i t ual i t y i s never  compl et e,  never  
absol ut e,  s i nce t her e i s al ways some new si n t hat  
needs t o be pl ucked up.  

-  " Yi el di ng"  i s bet t er  t r ansl at ed " present"  as i n Rom.  
12: 1.  The ver b i s par i st emi , �
�����	��� meani ng " t o 
pl ace besi de,  t o st and by,  t o pr esent . "   

The concept  of  t hi s ver b i s ver y posi t i ve,  s i mi l ar  
t o a mi l i t ar y per son pr esent i ng hi msel f  t o hi s 
commandi ng of f i cer  f or  posi t i ve ser vi ce.   
Vol unt eer i ng f or  dut y!  

-  " Presentation"  i s  t he at t i t ude t hat  t he bel i ever ,  
once t he si n nat ur e' s ser vant ,  i s  now God' s ser vant ,  
Rom.  6: 13,  17,  18.  Not e t he absol ut e di chot omy of  
ser vi ce,  ei t her  t o t he s i n nat ur e or  t o God:      
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I t  i s  one or  t he ot her ,  not  a l i t t l e of  each,  t hus 
r eaf f i r mi ng t he absol ut eness of  spi r i t ual i t y.  

-  Rom.  6: 13 commands t he bel i ever  t o " pr esent "  ( y i el d)  
hi msel f  t o God as al i ve f r om t he dead:   

One does not  make hi msel f  mor e al i ve t o God by 
pr esent i ng hi msel f ,  he i s al i ve because he i s " i n 
Chr i st . "   

Pr esent at i on means we gi ve const ant  r ecogni t i on of  
t he f act  t o God i n our  ment al i t y and as a r esul t  i n 
our  act i ons.  

-  " Pr esent at i on"  ( y i el dedness)  means t hat  one' s 
at t i t ude t owar d l i f e i s compat i bl e wi t h one' s 
posi t i on i n Chr i st .  

-  " Pr esent at i on"  ( y i el di ng)  i s f i r st  a ment al  r esponse 
t o God on t he basi s of  knowi ng cer t ai n Bi bl i cal  t r ut h:  
t he i dent i f i cat i on t r ut hs of  Rom.  6: 1- 10.  

 

I nvol ved i s a ver y posi t i ve and consci ous concept  of  
bei ng al i ve unt o God,  hence r eady and avai l abl e f or  
ser vi ce t o Hi m,  t o Hi s pl an,  t o r ef l ect  Hi s char act er ,  
Hi s r i ght eousness.   

9.  Paul  i nt ended each bel i ever  t o know i f  he/ she i s or  i s 
not  spi r i t ual  ( Gal .  6: 1) .   

 

 

Summar y Concl usi ons and Appl i cat i ons:  

1.  God desi r es bel i ever s t o be spi r i t ual ,  e. g. ,  r i ght l y 
r el at ed t o Hi s Spi r i t .  

2.  Onl y spi r i t ual  bel i ever s can be used maxi mal l y of  God.  

3.  Spi r i t ual  bel i ever s can honest l y know t hey ar e r i ght l y 
r el at ed t o God' s Spi r i t ,  hence,  " spi r i t ual . "  

4.  Spi r i t ual  bel i ever s do not  br ag about  nor  cal l  
at t ent i on t o t hei r  spi r i t ual i t y nor  do t hey f eel  t hey 
have r eached a poi nt  of  spi r i t ual - gr owt h and 
mat ur at i on beyond whi ch i s no gr owt h.  

5.  Spi r i t ual  bel i ever s enj oy t he f r ui t  of  t he Hol y Spi r i t  
( Gal .  5: 22- 23)  pr oduced i n t hei r  ment al i t y,  t hei r  
t hi nki ng as t hey l ear n and appl y Bi bl e doct r i ne,  and 
t he r epeat ed demonst r at i ons of  t he ef f ect i veness of  
t he l i f e of  Chr i st  i n t hem as t hey f ace and deal  wi t h 
t he i ssues of  l i f e.  

 


