
Iron Range Bible Church 

 
     Volume 5, Issue 06                                                                                              February 11, 2007 

 

Memo to the American Media from Sheikh Memo to the American Media from Sheikh Memo to the American Media from Sheikh Memo to the American Media from Sheikh 

Muhammad alMuhammad alMuhammad alMuhammad al----ZawahiriZawahiriZawahiriZawahiri    

Observations by Mark Alexander 

 

Recently, I participated in a three-day national 
security forum with some knowledgeable 
military officers. The briefing focused on 
Fourth Generation Warfare in the Second 
Nuclear Age, and the formidable threats we 
face from Jihadi terrorists.  

The non-attribution policy of such briefings 
prohibits me from identifying any of the 
presenters, but I can tell you that one of them 
summed up the current nuclear WMD threat 
as paraphrased: If the American people could 
see the bone-chilling threats outlined in the 
[classified] cable traffic concerning al-Qa’ida 
and other Islamist terror networks, there 
would be little dissension about our military 
mission.  

Unfortunately, there is a wide gap between 
what the mainstream media reports about 
Iraq and other theater operations, and the 
underlying rationale for those operations, 
which are classified in order to protect 
methods and sources. Though there is an 
effort under way now to declassify more real-
time intel, it won’t close that gap because the 
major networks and print outlets are more 
concerned with political agendas, which most 
often mirror those of the far left. 
Consequently, their “journalism” contains 
much more fragrance than substance.  

Notably, the most senior presenter at the 
aforementioned briefing discussed the topic 
“Media as Terrain” —how our adversaries use 
the media as a battleground. He used this 
declassified quote to make his point: “I say to 

you: that we are in a battle, and that more 
than half of this battle is taking place in the 
battlefield of the media.” That quote is from an 
intercepted and authenticated communiqué 
from Osama bin Laden’s chief lieutenant, 
Sheikh Ayman Muhammad al-Zawahiri to Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi, before Zarqawi’s 
termination last June.  

The fact is that much of what is reported in 
the American media reflects not only the 
propaganda machines of the Left, but also 
that of our Jihadi adversaries. Too often the 
content from those machines is 
indistinguishable.  

Two weeks ago, this column took to task a 
mainstream-media organ (Newsweek Newsweek Newsweek Newsweek ) for its 
cover story on Iraq entitled, “We’re losing.” 
There was nothing particularly extraordinary 
about the Newsweek piece except that it 
typified the Leftmedia’s relentless and 
traitorous efforts to undermine America’s will 
and national resolve to defeat a dangerous 
enemy.  

Indeed, Islamist leaders must be thrilled by 
the support they receive from American 
media Leftists—those sympathizers whom V.I. 
Lenin once famously dubbed “Useful Idiots.”  

This week, among other egregious examples 
of Leftmedia dissent, was a notable tome that 
went beyond the normal disparagement of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and instead adopted 
John Kerry’s modus operandi: Don’t just 
question the war, attack the credibility of our 
warriors “stuck in Iraq.”  

The offender is William Arkin, a military 
analyst for NBC and writer for the Washington 
Post, whose bio fails to mention his previous 
employment and affiliation with Leftist 
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organizations, including the Institute for Policy 
Studies, Greenpeace and the Natural 
Resources Defense Council.  

Last week, Arkin posted a column on the 
Post’s website attacking U.S. military 
personnel. The column exposed the 
underlying contempt held by many MSM 
“journalists” for those who defend our nation.  

Arkin wrote, in part: “Through every Abu 
Ghraib and Haditha, through every rape and 
murder, the American public has indulged 
those in uniform, accepting that the incidents 
were the product of bad apples or even of 
some administration or command order. So 
we pay the soldiers a decent wage, take care 
of their families, provide them with housing 
and medical care and vast social support 
systems and ship obscene amenities into the 
war zone for them, and their attitude is that 
we should, in addition, roll over and play 
dead, defer to the military and the generals 
and let them fight their war, and give up our 
rights and responsibilities to speak up 
because they are above society?...[T]he 
recent NBC report is just an ugly reminder of 
the price we pay for a mercenary—oops 
sorry,—volunteer force that thinks it is doing 
the dirty work.”  

The “indulged rapists and murderous 
mercenaries” of whom Arkin writes are the 
men and women who serve our nation in 
uniform, and who do so, almost to a person, 
with honor and humility. As I have noted in 
this column before, there is no more humble 
gesture than to stand in harm’s way and offer 
one’s life for the liberty of others, most of 
whom take such liberty for granted.  

This would be the same William Arkin who, in 
2003, “outed” Lt. Gen. Jerry Boykin, 
Commanding General of Special Forces at 
Fort Bragg, for his Christian world view after 
Gen. Boykin said of the hunt for Osman Atto 
in Mogadishu: “He went on CNN and he 
laughed at us, and he said, ‘They’ll never get 
me because Allah will protect me. Allah will 
protect me.’ Well, you know what? I knew that 
my God was bigger than his. I knew that my 
God was a real God and his was an idol.”  

Arkin accused Gen. Boykin of being “an 
intolerant extremist... who believes in 
Christian ‘jihad’.”  

Arkin has rebuffed objections to his latest rant 
with two subsequent essays entitled 
“Demonization and Responsibility” and “The 
Arrogant and Intolerant Speak Out.” He 
claims, “The torrents of [complaints] represent 
the worst of polarized and hate-filled America. 
[I am not] apologizing for being critical of the 
military. Instead, I’m trying to make sense of 
the worldview of those who have responded. 
For the critics, I have become the enemy and 
have been demonized... I am part of the all 
powerful, self-congratulatory, far-left, Bush-
bashing, fifth-column mainstream. It isn’t so 
much what I say... it is more that I sit in my 
safe little cubicle in front of a keyboard 
sipping lattes, giving aid and comfort to the 
enemy while our boys and girls die. In other 
words, I’m comfortable while others suffer.”  

Well, if the shoe fits...  

Arkin, like most of his arrogant ilk, thinks that 
he is somehow bullet-proof to criticism; that 
even though he now finds himself in a deep 
hole of his own design, he needn’t stop 
digging. He is probably right, at least in 
regard to his job security.  

NBC responded to complaints about its 
military analyst with this disingenuous reply: 
“The comments in question were made by Mr. 
Arkin in his Washington Post column. He 
does not speak on behalf of NBC News.”  

Of course, everything Arkin says at NBC 
reflects what he wrote at the Washington 
Post, which, by the way, invoked “no 
comment” in response to complaints.  

It is notable that neither NBC nor the 
Washington Post challenges the substance of 
Arkin’s comments, but they cannot feign 
surprise. After all, the title of Arkin’s latest 
book, “Codenames: Deciphering U.S. Military 
Plans, Programs, and Operations in the 9/11 
World,” says it all. If I were a betting man, I 
would take odds that any terrorist listed in 
Who’s Who among Jihadis has a copy of that 
book.  
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Notably silent during this whole Arkin affair is 
General Electric, which owns NBC and 
collects billions of dollars from military-
procurement and operations contracts.  

 

Iran's Ahmadinejad is winningIran's Ahmadinejad is winningIran's Ahmadinejad is winningIran's Ahmadinejad is winning [Excerpts] 

 
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is an 
evil man. But he is not a stupid man. Indeed, he is 
smart and fastidious. He understands power and 
how to get it. And he understands that the 
purpose of a nation's foreign policy is to sell ideas 
and messages and to build coalitions that enable 
a state to achieve its national aims. Due to his 
understanding and his  abilities, Ahmadinejad has 
achieved significant success in advancing his 
policy aims of defeating the United States, 
destroying the State of  Israel, and acquiring 
nuclear weapons. 

The source of his frenetic motivation for 
destruction is his deep-seated and fanatical 
desire to hearken the arrival of the Shiite messiah 
— the twelfth imam or the Mahdi. Ahmadinejad 
promises that the arrival of the Mahdi will signal 
the enduring defeat of liberal democracy and the 
notion of human freedom and the eradication of 
Christianity and Judaism. All will be replaced by 
the "pure" Islam of the Mahdi, of Ahmadinejad 
and of the late Ayatollah Khomeini.   

Over the past week evidence of Ahmadinejad's 
success was legion. On  Wednesday, London's 
Daily Telegraph reported that Iranian-North 
Korean nuclear collaboration has reached new 
heights. Not only were Iranian scientists present 
at North Korea's nuclear test last October, 
according to the Telegraph, North Korean nuclear 
scientists are in Iran today assisting their Iranian 
counterparts in preparing a nuclear test that could 
take place by the end of the year.   

This new information means that the timeline for 
Iranian acquisition of nuclear bombs has been 
shortened dramatically. If just months ago US 
intelligence officials claimed that Iran would not 
acquire nuclear weapons until 2011, and if just six 
weeks ago Mossad chief Meir Dagan told the 
Knesset's Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee 
that Iran needed two years to acquire the bomb, 
the report that Iran could test a nuclear weapon 
by the end of 2007 means that there is reason to 
fear  that Iran will have the means to launch a 
nuclear attack against Israel next year.  

Moreover, recently there have been several 
reports that all Iran's nuclear facilities are working 
at full strength to increase uranium  
enrichment. Iranian Foreign Minister Manouchehr 
Mottaki's announcement Monday that 38 
predominantly Western UN nuclear inspectors 
would be barred from returning to the country is 
yet another sign that Iran's nuclear efforts are 
being stepped up. As well, Iran's acquisition last 
month of advanced Russian Tor M-1 anti-aircraft 
missiles demonstrates that with Russian 
assistance, Iran is preparing seriously for war. 

 
    

Memo to the national Democratic PartyMemo to the national Democratic PartyMemo to the national Democratic PartyMemo to the national Democratic Party: Having a 
reputedly Hezbollah-supporting imam lead you in 
a Muslim-based spiritual and political prayer does 
not support your contentions that your values 
better reflect true Christianity than those of 
Republicans and that you support the troops. 

Democrats invited Imam Husham Al-Husainy of 
the Karbalaa Islamic Education Center in 
Dearborn, Mich., to pray at their annual winter 
meeting in Washington. Columnist Debbie 
Schlussel has reported that last summer this 
same imam led "almost-daily protests of 
thousands of Hezbollah supporters on the streets 
of Dearborn and Detroit, swarming with swastikas 
and anti-Semitic, anti-American signs." 

Though other commentators have also addressed 
this, I am surprised it hasn't drawn more attention, 
and, frankly, more outrage. It is beyond belief that 
one of the two major parties in the United States 
would embrace a person who has openly rooted 
for terrorists and condemned Jews and America. 

To the untrained ear or the Democrat apologist, 
Al-Husainy's prayer might have sounded inclusive 
and innocuous. Husainy's prayer included these 
words, "We thank you, God, to send us your 
messages through our father Abraham and 
Moses and Jesus and Mohammed. Through you, 
God, we unite. So guide us to the right path. The 
path of the people you bless, not the path of the 
people you doom. Help us, God, to liberate and fill 
this earth with justice and peace and love and 
equality. And help us to stop the war and And help us to stop the war and And help us to stop the war and And help us to stop the war and 
violence, and oppression and occupationviolence, and oppression and occupationviolence, and oppression and occupationviolence, and oppression and occupation. Amen." 

 


