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The Distinct Destinies of Israel &
the Church

Dr. John Barnett

Israel as the Center of Divine History in the
distant and recent past, prepares the way for
Israel as the Center of Divine Prophecy in the
future. We who love Christ the Messiah and
believe His Word should be fully aware of the
significance of these developments. It should
spur us on all the more to proclaim the
blessings of His Gospel to a lost world, as the
days draw close to His return. Because of
their sin and unbelief God judged and
dispersed His people Israel. The Diaspora,
however, is coming to a close. In our time,
even during the Church Age, the restoration
of Israel is beginning to happen before our
very eyes. It is something the world never
expected or even dreamed would happen. The
Church, even though it has possessed the
Bible for all these centuries, has done much to
suppress the oft-repeated biblical concept
that Israel has a future in the plan and
purpose of God. It's almost as though the
Church has been jealous of Israel, and afraid
that if it recognized Israel's future promises, it
would somehow demean Christ and the
Church. Nothing could be further from the
truth.

THE DISTINCT DESTINIES OF THE
CHURCH AND ISRAEL

It is when the Church recognizes Israel that
the true distinctiveness and glory of the Body
of Christ become evident. This called-out
Body, composed of believing Jews and
Gentiles during the Church Age, is the highest
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entity the Lord has created, superior to the
universe, all the angels, the nations, and
Israel. Our Head, our Husband, our Friend, is
the Son of God Himself. We shall reign with
Him when He rules the earth, and our 12
Founding Apostles will rule over the 12 tribes
of Israel. The angels themselves will study us
forever as the greatest exhibit of God's grace,
and we will actually judge the angels. This is
our destiny and I, for one, would not trade my
position in the Body of Christ with any
creature in the universe! Why, then, be
disturbed over what God has promised the
Jewish people? Why be jealous over the
future destiny of Israel? How shortsighted of
us! Indeed, the Church's finest and most
distinctive hour will be when Israel is restored
nationally and spiritually to the Lord at the
Second Coming of Christ. We will return from
Heaven with Him as His glorious Bride to
rule Israel and the world. What more could
we ask?

So if we are not to suffer from spiritual
myopia, we must recognize what the Lord is
doing with Israel, not shrinking from it as
though our own interests will be
overshadowed. Rather, we rejoice in these
developments, with full assurance that our
own redemption draws ever closer. What,
then, are we to expect in the future?

THE FUTURE DIVINE SCHEDULE

The modern miracle of the restoration of
Israel, although mostly in unbelief, is but the
prelude of even more climactic developments.
A brief outline of the events the Lord has
revealed in the Bible is as follows:
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e Christ's coming for His true Church,
our Blessed Hope - I Thessalonians 4

e Antichrist's Contract with Israel (The
Tribulation) - Daniel 9

o The War of Gog and Magog - Ezekiel
37-38

e The Abomination of Desolation -
Matthew 24

e The War of Armageddon - Revelation
16

o The Salvation of Israel & Judgment of
the Nations - Matthew 25

e The Millennial Reign of Christ -
Revelation 20

e The Great White Throne Judgment -
Revelation 20

e The New Heaven, New Earth and New
Jerusalem - Revelation 20

Suffice it to say that we are eagerly looking
forward to the imminent return of Christ,
described in I Thess. 4:16-18 and elsewhere.
He could come at any moment and fulfill the
Feast of Trumpets, in which He will call the
believing Church to be with Him and give us
(both the living and already-dead Church
saints) our glorified bodies. What a great day
that will be!

Nevertheless, the world will continue on
without the believing Church inexorably
toward its time of judgment and the wrath of
God. The first event on this timetable of
judgment appears to be the war described in
Ezekiel 38-39, known as Gog and Magog. As
we have seen earlier, the world is moving ever
closer to the alignments there described. The
scenario of the nation to the extreme north
joining with Persia, Ethiopia and Libya,
seems quite plausible with the Russo-Islamic
alliance that is currently shaping up against
Israel. It is well within the realm of reality
that what Ezekiel described over 2,500 years
ago could be mobilized quickly in today's

world, and set the stage for the Antichrist and
the Tribulation.

Evolution and Academic Freedom
News excerpt

Nearly 150 years after Darwin published
Origin Of The Species, his theory of evolution
continues to cause controversy. This next
week the Florida Board of Education will vote
on the state's new science standards,
including what will be required in the area of
evolution education. In the meanwhile, a
professor at Iowa State University recently
lost an appeal after arguing his tenure was
denied because he supports Intelligent
Design.

While many people believe that the evolution
controversy is about religion, many closely
involved believe it is more about the academic
freedom of a scientific minority - a minority
that argues that evolution is insufficient to
explain the well-engineered complexity of life
on earth.

Florida

Florida's time for the science standards battle
has arrived. On February 19, the state board
will finalize its decision on how to handle the
prickly subject of evolution in the state's
science standards. If left as they are, the
standards would promote microbes-to-man
evolution as basic scientific fact.

The board held a final hearing Monday to
allow differing views to be expressed.
Concerned citizens traveled from the far
nooks and crannies of Florida to voice their
opinions and nearly 80 people spoke over five
hours. Significant numbers expressed
concern that evolution should not be
promoted as a fact but as a theory, while
others argued that a soft approach on
evolution would set the state back and would
fail to prepare the students for college.

The chairmen of various district school
boards joined the fray.
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Chairmen like Debra Walker of the Monroe
County School Board argued that the science
standards should remain the same. Walker
asserted that there would be little controversy
over evolution if people were better educated
in science.

On the other hand, Patricia Weeks, chairman
of the Baker County School Board argued
that, "The standards deny academic freedom
to students and teachers." Her local school
board had voted to request revised standards
in which "evolution is not presented as fact."

While the state board has given all sides
freedom to speak, only the votes next Tuesday
will show whether the open forum had any
effect on the science standards.

Iowa

In the meanwhile, Guillermo Gonzalez
believes that he was wrongly denied tenure at
Iowa State University because he supports
Intelligent Design.

Gonzalez, an assistant professor of physics
and astronomy at Iowa State, appealed the
decision to deny him tenure last spring. He
argued that the decision was based not on his
research and his teaching, but on a smear
campaign against him because he supports
Intelligent Design.

The Iowa Board of Regents voted 7-1 to deny
his appeal on February 7. Gonzalez, however,
had not been allowed to give oral arguments
to the board. He believes that if he had been
able to do so, he might have proved his case.
Emails between professors and
administrators at Iowa State justified his
position.

"I don't see how they come to reach an
informed decision without all of the relevant
facts," Gonzalez said. He believes the vote was
a "major blow to academic freedom."

He Breathes Through His Legs
Isaiah 29:14

Therefore, behold, I will again do a
marvelous work among this people, a

marvelous work and a wonder; for the
wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and
the understanding of their prudent men shall
be hidden.

Members of the animal kingdom generally
have similar parts. For example, the radius
bone in the forelimbs of the bat, the horse and
the human look similar but this is because
they have similar functions. Listeners will
recall the illustration in their high school
biology textbook where this similarity of parts
is called, "homology." Similarity is said to be
the result of descent from a common ancestor
and thus is evidence of evolution. But this is
circular reasoning because the evidences are
chosen on the belief that there was a common
ancestor.

Then it is argued that the evidences of
similarity proves a common ancestor! The
octopus eye and the human eye are very
similar but this example is never given since
no one believes the octopus and humans had
a common ancestor.

God seems to have deliberately created
novelties in order to make it more difficult to
believe in evolution. For example, almost all
animals get their oxygen through lungs or
gills located in the main part of the body.
Usually, the hearing organs are in or on the
head, but occasionally there is a novelty
where the ears are close to the knees. Until a
few years ago, scientists thought that two
organs on the sand bubbler crab's legs were
ears but then they discovered that they were
actually breathing organs!

God's creation of novelties like this should
help us challenge ideas that try to deny that
He is our Creator.
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- Veni, Vidi, Visa -- I Came, I Saw, I went
shopping

- Veni, Vidi, Vamoose -- I Came, I Saw, I Left

Iron Range Bible Church



