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A Day of Mourning

This Sunday, August 10th, is known as Tisha
b'Av on the Hebrew calendar. Tisha b'Av
simply means it is the gth day of the Jewish
month of Av. However Tisha b'Av is much
more than just a date on a calendar. This
peculiar day holds great significance for the
Jews, as it is expressly linked with Israel's
destiny.

Jewish tradition regards Tisha b'Av as the day
the Children of Israel were prohibited from
entering the Promised Land. You will recall,
God commanded Moses to send 12 spies into
the land of Canaan, one from each of the
tribes of Israel. They returned with tales of a
land flowing with milk and honey. However
Israel feared the inhabitants of the land. Of
the 12 spies, only 2, Joshua and Caleb, had
faith that God would deliver the land into
their hands. God had delivered them from
slavery and Egypt, parted the waters of the
Red Sea, protected them, and miraculously
provided for their every need. Yet the nation
of Israel was consumed by fear and doubt,
thus God decreed that a generation would
pass away, wandering in the wilderness,
before Israel would be allowed to enter His
Land.

The 9th of Av has marked some of the most
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On the 9th of Av, 70 A.D., the Second
Temple, that which was standing
during Christ’s ministry, was destroyed
by the Romans, precisely as Jesus
predicted in Luke 19.

Also on this day, in the year 135 A.D.,
the famous Bar Kokhba revolt was
squelched when Bethar, the last Jewish
stronghold, fell to the Romans.

One year later, in 136 A.D., the Roman
Emperor Hadrian established the
heathen temple to Jupiter on the site
of the Jewish Temple. Hadrian rebuilt
Jerusalem as a pagan city, and
renamed the land as Palestina, to
distance its Jewish heritage. (This
attempt to disavow the land from its
Jewish roots was echoed by the British
in their labeling the land "Palestine.")
The date when the Temple area was
plowed under by the Romans was the
oth of Av.

On March 31, 1492, the Spanish
monarchs Ferdinand and Isabella
issued a royal decree that all Jews
must leave Span. The deadline was set
for August 3rd of that year. If any Jews
were found in Spain after this period
they were to be killed. On the Jewish
calendar, it was the gth of Av.

harrowing days in the history of the nation of If that weren't enough, the 9th of Av is also
Israel: the day of:

¢ Onthe gth of Av, in the year 586 B.C., o The declaration of the Crusades by
the First Temple, built by Solomon, Pope Urban II in 1095
was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, and

the Babylonian captivity began. e The burning of the Talmud in 1242
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e The signing of the edict by King
Edward I in 1290 expelling the Jews
from England

e The start of the First World War in
1914

e The mass deportation of Jews from the
Warsaw Ghetto to the Treblinka
extermination camp in Poland in 1942

e The bombing of the AMIA Jewish
community center by Arab terrorists in
1994 in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
which killed 86 and wounded more
than 120.

Thus the gth of Av, Tisha B'Av, has become a
symbol of all the persecutions and
misfortunes of the Jewish people, for the loss
of their national independence and their
sufferings in exile. It is a day of intensive
mourning for the destruction of the Temple
and for Jerusalem.

In 2005, the 9th of Av marked another
milestone in Israel's history. That year Tisha
b'Av marked the beginning of the Israeli
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip. All 21 Gaza
settlements were evacuated along with four of
120 settlements in the West Bank. The
withdrawal marked the end of Israel's 38 year
presence in the Gaza Strip. Approximately
9000 Jewish settlers were made to leave their
homes, some were forcibly removed. The
withdrawal took place amid a backdrop of
widespread protests, and was accompanied by
whispers of civil war.

The withdrawal was seen as necessary for
Israel's security. However in the eyes of the
Palestinians, the Gaza withdrawal
represented victory in their armed struggle
against the Israeli occupation. Israel's retreat
was seen as the direct result of the sacrifice of
suicide bombers and the almost constant
barrage of mortar and rocket on settlements.
The bottom line: it was a victory for
terrorism. Six months later, after being
credited for bringing about the Israeli retreat,
the terrorist organization Hamas claimed
victory in the Palestinian parliamentary
elections.

Tisha b'Av is indeed a day of mourning. It is
marked with sadness and fasting. On this day
the Jews are reminded of their tragic history.
Yet they will also be looking forward, toward
the ultimate rebuilding of the Temple, to a
time when the 9th of Av will become a day of
joy and gladness (as it was foretold in
Zechariah 8:19).

We do know that the Temple will be rebuilt
because Jesus, John, and Paul all make
reference to it. But we also know that this
Temple will be desecrated by the Coming
World Leader when he sets himself up to be
worshiped. It is possible this prophetic event
will also take place on Tisha B'Av - and may
happen in the not-too-distant future. To learn
more about this subject, click on the links
below.

(Excerpted from the K-House eNews
newsletter)

Quote from a noted economist Walter E.
Williams of the George Mason University

"If you’re bothered by skyrocketing food and
energy prices, wait until Congress re-
introduces its environmentalist-inspired
Climate Security Act, so-called ‘Cap and
Trade.” Cap and Trade is deceptively peddled
as a free-market solution to the yet-to-be-
settled issue of manmade climate change.
Under its provisions, companies would be
able to emit greenhouse gases only if they had
a government allowance. The Congressional
Budget Office estimates that a 15 percent cut
in emissions would raise the annual average
household’s energy costs by $1,300. Since
energy is an input to everything we use, we
can expect everything to become more costly,
resulting in a reduction in economic growth.
There’s a hateful side to Cap and Trade that’s
revealed by asking the question: How will it
be decided who received how much allowance
to emit greenhouse gases? Congress could sell
the allowances and/or give them away to
favorite constituents. You can bet the rent
money that a new army of lobbyists, with
special pleadings, will descend on
Washington to lobby Congress. And you can
be sure that campaign contributions and
favoritism will play an important role in the
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decision of who received what amount of
allowances. Much worse than that is the
massive control government would have over
our economy and our lives... The thirst to
wield massive control over our economy helps
explain the near religious belief in manmade
global warming and the attacks on scientists
and others who offer contradictory evidence.”

George W's War. No one likes war. Waris a
horrific affair, bloody and expensive. Sending
our men and women into battle to perhaps
die or be maimed is an unconscionable
thought. Yet some wars need to be waged,
and someone needs to lead. The citizenry and
Congress are often ambivalent or largely
opposed to any given war. It's up to our
leader to convince them. That's one of the
reasons we call the leader "Commander in
Chief." George W.'s war was no different.

There was lots of resistance to it. Many in
Congress were vehemently against the idea.
The Commander in Chief had to lobby for
legislative approval. Along with supporters,
George W. used the force of his convictions,
the power of his title and every ounce of
moral persuasion he could muster to rally
support. He had to assure Congress and the
public that the war was morally justified,
winnable and affordable. Congress eventually
came around and voted overwhelmingly to
wage war.

George W. then lobbied foreign governments
for support. But in the end, only one
European nation helped us. The rest of the
world sat on its hands and watched. After a
few quick victories, things started to go bad.
There were many dark days when all the news
was discouraging. Casualties began to
mount. It became obvious that our forces
were too small. Congress began to drag its
feet about funding the effort. Many who had
voted to support the war just a few years
earlier were beginning to speak against it and
accuse the Commander in Chief of misleading
them. Many critics began to call him
incompetent, an idiot and even a liar.
Journalists joined the negative chorus with a
vengeance. As the war entered its fourth year,

the public began to grow weary of the conflict
and the casualties. George W.'s popularity
plummeted. Yet through it all, he stood firm,
supporting the troops and endorsing the
struggle. Without his unwavering support,
the war would have surely ended, then and
there, in overwhelming and total defeat.

At this darkest of times, he began to make
some changes. More troops were added and
trained. Some advisers were shuffled, and
new generals installed. Then, unexpectedly
and gradually, things began to improve. Now
it was the enemy that appeared to be growing
weary of the lengthy conflict and losing
support. Victories began to come, and hope
returned. Many critics in Congress and the
press said the improvements were just George
W.'s good luck. The progress, they said,
would be temporary. He knew, however, that
in warfare good fortune counts. Then, in the
unlikeliest of circumstances and perhaps the
most historic example of military luck, the
enemy blundered and was resoundingly
defeated. After six long years of war, the
Commander in Chief basked in a most hard-
fought victory.

So on that historic day, Oct. 19, 1781, in a
place called Yorktown, a satisfied George
Washington sat upon his beautiful white
horse and accepted the surrender of Lord
Cornwallis, effectively ending the
Revolutionary War.  — From Dr. Bob
Griffin, at grifnet

Toast
An explorer in the deepest Amazon suddenly
finds himself surrounded by a bloodthirsty
group of natives. Upon surveying his
situation, he says quietly to himself, "I'm
toast." A ray of light breaks forth from the
sky and a voice booms out: "No, you are NOT
toast. Pick up that stone in front of you and
bash the head of the chief." So the explorer
picks up the stone and proceeds to bash in the
head of the chief. He is breathing heavily
while standing above the sprawled out-chief.
Surrounding him are the 100 native warriors
with a look of shock on their faces. The voice
booms out again: "Okay... NOW you're toast!"
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